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to do with the Smritis that contain texts that are in con-
flict with other texts in the same Smritis and that are
repugnant to the moral sense. I have already suggested
often enough in these columns that all that is printed in
the name of scriptures need not be taken as the word
of God or the inspired word. But everyone cannot
decide what is good and authentic and what is bad and
interpolated. There should, therefore, be some authoritative
body that, would revise ail that passes under the,..name of
scriptures, expurgate all the texts that have no moral value
or are contrary to the fundamentals of religion and mora-
lity, and present such an edition for the guidance of
Hindus, The certainty that the whole mass of Hindus and
the persons accepted as .religious leaders will not accept
the validity of such authority need not interfere with the
sacred enterprise. Work done sincerely and in the spirit
of service will have its effect on all in the long run, and will
most assuredly help those who are badly in need of such
assistance.

Harijan, 28-ll-'36

5
WOMEN AND VARNA
An esteemed friend writes :
" From your recent writing on varna in Rarijan it seems that
the principle of varna adumbrated, by you is intended to apply
only to men. What, then, about women ? What would determine
a woman's varna ? Perhaps you will answer that before marriage
a woman would take her varna from her father, after marriage
from her husband. Should one understand that you support Manu's
notorious dictum that there can be no independence for woman
at any stage of her life, that before marriage she must remain
under the tutelage of her parents, after marriage under that of her
husband, and, in the event of her widowhood, under that of her
children ?
Be that as it may, the fact remains that ours is an era of
woman suffrage, and that she has definitely entered the lists with
men in the pursuit of independent avocations. It Is ,thus the